Bernard so well described in this book was visited
by the author the previous year.

When the power to write first dawned on
Cooper's mind there came also and grew with it
the desire to serve his native land in the field of
letters. Love of country and countrymen guided
his ardent, generous pen in " The Spy/' " The
Pioneers," "The Last of the Mohicans/' and
" The Prairie," written before he went to Europe.
European society he entered, and was courted as
literary men of reputation are courted there, but
always with the honest pride of being an Ameri-
can. Under these pleasant conditions " The Red

Rover/'  "The Travel-
ing   Bachelor/5    "The
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